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RS promises a revolution in small boats with its new Feva.

Jeremy Evans finds out if it's plastic fantastic for the

ick Peters and Martin Wadhams
N from RAS Racing masterminded the

overall concept of the multi-role
RS Feva, setting cut on a mission to
match the success of the Pico and
Topaz. The job of designer went to Paul
Handley, whao designed the ultra smaoth
K keslboat before introducing it to the
RS range and, with children wha sail a
Mirror and Firefly, was also in touch with
smaller dinghies. They decided to create
a small, doublehanded race boat that
comes in two medes at cutting edge
pricas — the full spec Fava XL has
everything ready-to-race for £2 995,

while the simpler, singlehanded Fava 5
aets down to £2 250 with a smaller,
unbattened mainsail.

Plastic fantastic?

The reason RS opted for its first
rotomoulded polyethylens dinghy was
primarily cost. Mick Peters calculated that
a glassfibre Fava would end up much the
same price as the 2ft longer Vareo, with
polyathylena saving almost a thousand
pounds, Glassfibre would be lighter, but
would only save 7-8kg on a fully fitted
Feva, plus polyethylens should be more
durable and bash rasistant.
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latest multi-role boat.

RS labels the Feva as ‘revolutionary’
because they believe it breaks new
ground. The Pico blazed the polyethylens
trail, followed by the Topaz, but no one
has attempted to create a full-cn
polyathylena race dinghy. This presentad
the RS team with three major problems.
First and foremost, they needed
rmaxirmum accuracy of shaps 1o be abls
to label the Feva a one-design racer. This
is not so easy with polyethylang, since
shrinkage can be unpredictable while the
plastic cools inside the mould.

Oin a basic level, the triple layer
polyathylena process sounds simple, Hull






