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RS Tera Owner’s Club newsletter – 2008 Championship  Special!  
 
The first RS Tera Sport World Championship in Gotts kär, Sweden was a huge success  with 
50 boats enjoying nine races in idea sailing conditions.  The standard was consistently high from 
the fleet of Tera sailors from seven nations, especially on the last day when the wind exceeded 
20 knots ensuring some thrilling racing in large seas and big grins all-round. 
 

 
 

RS Tera Sport World Champion Hermann Tomasgaard of Norway storms into an early lead 
 

(photo by Richard Gibbons) 

 
The fleet was treated to a real master class by 
14-year-old Hermann Tomasgaard of Norway 
who sailed an outstanding series, producing a 
string of firsts to become the first RS Tera World 
Champion.   
 

But racing was always close and Herman was 
pushed all the way by girls from Turkey and 
Sweden.  Eventually only one point separated the 
girls with Arya Sevgen of Turkey (27 points) just 
taking second overall from Beatrice Törnsten of 
Sweden (28 points) in third place.   Full results 
are on the web-site www.terasailing.com  
 
   The new RS Tera World Champion Hermann Tomasgaard 
             and runners up Arya Sevgen and Beatrice Törnsten 
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Turkish sailors also finished 4th and 8th which meant that Turkey and Sweden were equal Top 
National Team, the Italian team third and Danish fourth.  The five members of RS Tera Team 
GBR found that the international sailors had taken Tera sailing to the next level, but enjoyed 
sailing in such a competitive fleet.  Lawrence Gibbons of Chipstead SC was top GBR boat at 22nd 
overall followed by Ross Blackledge of Herne Bay in 27th overall.   
 

 
 

The RS Tera Worlds fleet racing on Kungsbacka Fjord, Gottskär 
 

(photo by Richard Gibbons) 
 

The World Championship was hosted by Kaparen and Björlanda Kile sailing clubs immediately 
after the RS Feva World Championships at the same venue and many thanks are due to the host 
clubs, the competitors, their families and coaches for making it such an enjoyable event.  Thanks 
are also due to the race officials, international judges and Race Officer Jerome Nutte from France 
for excellent race management.   
 

The next RS Tera international championship will be the Europeans next summer at Lake Garda, 
Italy - contact jon@rssailing.com for details.  Offers were made to hold other international events 
in Denmark, Turkey and Germany so the future of international RS Tera sailing looks bright. 
 

 
 

Close competition between Arya Sevgen (Turkey, 2nd) and Beatrice Törnsten (Sweden, 3rd) 
 

(photo by Richard Gibbons) 
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RS Tera Hyundai 2008 UK National Championship  
 
The inaugural RS Tera Hyundai National Championship was a baptism of fire for the 29 young 
Tera sailors competing in the lively Solent conditions at Hill Head SC over the weekend of 16 -
17th August.  But the young fleet was up to the challenge and completed five closely fought races 
with five different winners.  Eleven year old Matthew French of Dabchicks SC emerged victorious 
as the first RS Tera UK National Champion.   
   

 
 

Wind and waves in the Solent for the RS Tera UK Nationals 
 
Saturday began with a practise race to warm up the sailors followed by three races in 16-18 knots 
of wind.  The Tera sailors made short work of the Solent chop, races being won by Matthew 
French and Johnny Watkins of Dabchicks and George Firth of Hill Head, George showing how 
fast a 37kg sailor can sail a Tera in a breeze.   
 

 
 

Pre-start action at the Nationals 
 

After the racing the sailors had a coaching session with Dan Jaspers, who is the RS Tera 
National Coach.  This was followed by the first RS Tera Owner’s Club AGM led by Chairman 
Luke Morrison. 
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Sunday started bright and breezy again with the prospect of the South West wind increasing 
during the day.  With wind against tide and over 20 knots wind at times, the racing was tough but 
Ross Blackledge of Herne Bay and Charlie Proven of Dabchicks mastered the conditions to win 
race 4 and 5.  
 

Matthew French performed well in every race to 
become the worthy RS Tera Champion and take the 
splendid new RS Tera National Champion trophy to 
the East Coast.  George Firth was a close runner-up 
followed by Charlie Proven in third place overall.  
Ross Blackledge of Herne Bay SC finished fourth, 
Alastair Handley of Desborough SC 5th and Victor 
Mathews of Tudor SC 6th.  A special endeavour prize 
was awarded to Lisa Provis.  Full results are on the 
web-site www.terasailing.com 
 

Dabchicks Sailing Club were the top Club Team 
based on best three positions (Mathew French, 
Charlie Proven and Johnny Watkins) followed by Hill 
Head SC (George Firth, Max Hindry, Georgina 
Thurlby) and Tudor SC third (Victor Mathews, Jack 
Rivington and Max Mathews)  
                RS Tera UK National Champion – Mathew French 
 
Thanks must go to the Race Officer, Tim Johnson, and all the other Hill Head organizers for 
running such a successful and enjoyable event.  Next year plans are being made for the RS Tera 
Nationals to take place at Dabchicks SC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

It seemed quiet enough in the harbour behind the 
breakwater!   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the smaller competitors sailed with the Mini-sail or 
reefed sails. 
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Teras at Cadet Weeks and Regattas 
 
Teras have been competing in several junior and youth weeks recently, including Hayling Island 
Youth Week, Mengeham Rythe Junior week, Mersea Cadet Week and the Port of Plymouth 
Rookies Regatta. 
 
The RS Tera joined the Hayling Island SC Youth Race Week for the first time this year with a 
separate class start and twelve entrants.  The sailors were given a briefing each morning and 
coached around the course when required.  For this event a girl got the better of the boys in the 
racing, Zoë Beyerman winning the first ever HISC Youth Race Week RS Tera Trophy.  Charlie 
Darling was second ahead of his brother Tom in third and Edward Young fourth. 
 
Mengeham Rythe SC Junior week also had a class start for the RS Teras with twelve entrants. 
The photos on the club website show they had some great sailing – the winners were Chris 
Hughes first from James Notley and Francesca Search. 
 
The first Port of Plymouth Rookies Regatta held at the Mount Batten Centre saw Teras racing as 
a class and on handicap with Toppers, Picos and Fevas.   The standard of racing improved 
throughout the day as the young sailors’ confidence grew with each race.  Alex Reed won the RS 
Tera trophy with Alex Hitchins second and Luke Stitzon third.  
 
Events coming soon    Tera events coming up include an open at Chelmarsh SC on 6th 
September, contact Andrew Weeden andrew.weeden@purplemarine.com for details, and the RS 
Tera UK Inland Nationals at Draycote SC on 25/26th October. 
   

 
 

The new RS Tera World champion in action 
(photo by Richard Gibbons) 

 

Photographs from Worlds and Nationals    Photographs taken at the Worlds and UK nationals 
are available from some sources, including Richard Gibbons (07802 204944, www.ATHLOS.org) 
and Stuart Blackledge (www.bayimages.co.uk) 
 
Online registration for RS Tera Owner’s Club    To join just click the ‘Join owner’s club’ button 
and fill in the form on the Owners Club website www.terasailing.com.  It’s free! 
 
New E-mail address for RS Tera Owners Club Secretar y   Please contact Zoë Handley using 
the new email address zoehandley@talktalk.net  


