
 1 

��Owners Club Newsletter                        Recognised Class  
 

Issue 9 - December 2008 
 

 

 
Action at the RS Tera UK Inland Championship 

 

(photo by Dave Spensley-Corfield) 

 
From the UK Chairman  
 

This will be my first address to readers of the RS Tera Owner’s Club newsletter.  
 

2008 has seen the RS Tera Class move from strength to strength. With the ever increasing 
numbers of Teras in clubs and centres combined with the racing and training calendar, there has 
been much opportunity for many young (and not so young) sailors to take to the waters.  Having 
held a coastal and an inland Nationals Championship event this year, it is clear that there is much 
interest in racing these boats, which follows that some form of formalized training programme 
should be organised for the fleet.  
 

I am pleased to say that the Tera Owners Club Committee members, along with RS, have been 
putting together a structured programme so that those wanting formalized class training will have 
that opportunity in 2009. 
 

Our Committee during this year has gone from strength to strength. (Full list of committee 
members can be found at www.terasailing.com) The regional representatives have been working 
very hard with local clubs to measure the interest in holding open and training events, to which 
the uptake has been pleasantly surprising! 
 

My thanks must go to those representatives for taking much time to do this.  Over the coming 
months much more information will be coming your way, a meeting will be taking place with the 
committee to get up to speed with the vast activities in preparation for the forthcoming season.  
 

If you are a sailing club we have not yet contacted, but who are interested in holding an RS Tera 
event then please contact your local representative via the website. 
 
If you have comments or suggestions for the Class then please do always bounce an email my 
way and I will be happy to discuss it with you.  Luke Morrison 
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RS Tera 2008 Inland National Championship 
 

The RS Tera Inland Nationals at Draycote Water 25/26th October was the last event of the UK 
season but proved to be very popular attracting 30 young sailors travelling from 15 clubs all over 
the country.  
 
Congratulations to twelve-year-old James 
Hutton-Penman of Corinthian Otters, 
Burnham, who sailed consistently well to 
take the title just one point ahead of Robert 
Dyer of Sutton Bingham.  Third place saw a 
tie between Greg Kelly - top performer from 
the Isle of Man team, Alex Talbot of Sutton 
Bingham and Jonny Watkins of Dabchicks 
SC.   
 

The event started on Saturday morning 
with an on-the-water training session until 
the wind became too strong for sensible 
sailing.   The sailors switched to onshore 
coaching with past GBR Olympic sailor 
Debbie Darling passing on some top tips.  

      James Hutton-Penman- winner of the Inland Championship 
   (photo by fotoboat.com) 

 

On Sunday the Teras enjoyed a full day of racing with a good breeze ensuring exciting sailing 
with fast planing on the reaches.  Despite the wind the racing was always close at the front and 
the quality of starts impressed those watching. 
 

Sutton Bingham SC finished as the top club team of three with Robert Dyer, Alex Talbot and Lucy 
Anne Pratt finishing 2nd, 3rd and 12th overall.  The second best team came from the Isle of Man 
YC, headed by Greg and James Kelly and Isabel Sharpe.   
 

 
 

Close racing at Draycote 
(photo by Dave Spensley-Corfield) 

 
The event was a great way to end a successful season of Tera racing in the UK and our thanks 
go to Draycote Water Sailing Club, the Principle Race Officer Andrew Weeden and Debbie 
Darling for coaching.   
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Get ready for Garda! 
 

With the RS Tera European Championship taking place at Lake Garda in August 2009 you have 
the chance of combining one of Europe’s best sailing venues with an ideal holiday destination.   
 

 
 

Italy will host the 2009 RS Tera European Championship at Lake Garda 
 

(photo by Richard Gibbons) 
 

The RS Tera will be sharing the event with RS Fevas and RS 500s for the first combined RS 
Classes Europeans – full details are already on a new website at www.rseuropeans.com.   
Make sure you look at the website for information and some great photos of Teras in action at this 
year’s Worlds in Sweden, plus there is on-line registration.   
 

 
 
Swedish Tera sailors train with Olympic sailor. 
 

A rather cold, rainy and definitely windy 
weekend in October ended the season for 
Björlanda Kile Sailing Association (BKSS) 
with 20 junior sailors. The season has been 
very intensive for the sailors, training 3 times 
a week and racing almost every weekend. 
 

For this October weekend we had invited the 
Swedish Olympic Laser sailor Rasmus 
Myrgren as a special instructor.  Rasmus had 
no previous experience of RS Tera but he 
became very impressed.  By the boat, its 
construction and sailing characteristics but 
also by the young sailors.  
 

   
           Swedish Tera sailors with Olympic sailor Rasmus Myrgren 
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Out at the water they practiced starting 
situations, different courses and a couple of 
other situations that could be worth 
practicing. After a couple of hours of sailing 
there was a short  break for lunch and then 
Rasmus showed some pictures from the 
Olympic games in Beijing and talked about 
how important the attitude towards your 
sport, whatever it is, is.  
 
One attitude is more important than 
everything, Rasmus emphasized - to have 
fun while you are at the water .  If you 
don’t have fun while training and racing 
you’ll never succeed as an elite-sailor.
     

                    Swedish Tera sailors will be well-prepared for the Europeans 
 

 (photo by Richard Gibbons) 
 

With these wise words Rasmus ended his lecture and let the kids in for questions. For a parent it 
was a pleasure to see all this kids, 100 percent concentrated and then asking a lot of intelligent 
questions. The junior sailors in BKSS are now looking forward to the European Championships in 
Italy and I can assure you, they will be very well prepared.  Anki Dellnas 
 
UK RS Tera Race Squad and regional training  
 

Not to be left behind by the Swedish (again!) the UK class is establishing an RS Tera Race 
Squad for next season to offer more structured racing coaching. The points below summarise the 
latest thinking on this and more details will follow soon: 
 

- Called “RS Tera Race Squad” and open at first to any who register 
- Registration fee £20 for the year  
- Two national training weekends  
- First training weekend at Hayling Island SC 4/5th April 
- Second training weekend at Dabchicks SC  9/10th May 
- Squad sailors encouraged to compete in the Inlands and Nationals 
- Squad sailors separated into ‘national’ and ‘intermediate’ squads at later date  

 
Please register your interest by e-mail if you haven’t already done so.  RS Tera Race Squad 
jackets will be available for registered members.  These are Gul Code Zone Softshell Jackets 
available in size Junior Medium for £55 (no VAT) and XS, S, M, L for £65, send cheques made 
out to “RS Tera Owner’s Club UK” to the Owner’s Club Secretary .  The jackets have Tera race 
squad logos on the front and back. 
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The cost of the two training weekends is yet to be fixed, but is likely to be around £30 per sailor 
for each weekend.  RYA racing coaches will be used to ensure that the sailors get the best 
opportunity to raise their game.   
 
Regional training  will run separately from this, with events organised by the host region and/or 
club.  There will normally be pre-entry for regional training events with an entry fee to cover costs 
as decided by region, but participants will not need to join a squad to participate. 
 
We anticipate regional training next season in the East, South, South East, South West and 
Midland regions, with local training on the Isle of Man and for beginners at Ripon SC.  Details of 
all training opportunities will be provided in future newsletters and the website 
www.terasailing.com    
 
Sailing World Boat of the Year Nominee  
 

We are pleased to learn from North National, the new North American RS dealer, that the RS 
Tera has been nominated by Sailing World for their prestigious Boat of the Year Award in the 
USA.  The Tera is one of a number of boats that has been short-listed for consideration for an 
award from a pool of 25 new boats put forward this year.  
 

A few years ago the RS Tera’s big sister, the RS Feva, was put forward and won the award for 
Best Dinghy, so the Tera has a tough act to follow.   Let’s hope that some of the US judges are 
small enough to fully appreciate the Tera’s qualities!  It was also good to have our first RS Tera 
Owner’s Club registrations from the USA recently. 
 

 
 

RS Tera in the USA – nominated for the Boat of the Year award. 
 
2009 Fixtures 
 

RS Tera racing and training has been rapidly spreading around the UK this year ensuring that 
plenty of clubs are keen to run open events next season.  The fixture list for 2009 is already 
looking good with the following dates given and more to come: 
 

Ardleigh SC, East Coast – 14th March, East Region training 

Hayling Island SC, South Coast - 4th/5th April, RS Tera Race Squad training 

Bough Beech SC, Kent - 18th April, Open racing 

Desborough SC, Thames – 19th April, Open racing 

Dabchicks SC, East coast - May 9th/10th, RS Tera Race Squad training  

UK Inland Nationals, Draycote SC, Midlands, June 6/7th  
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Aldeburgh Yacht Club, East Coast, 5th July, Open racing 

Royal Burnham YC, East Coast, 11/12th July, Open racing 

Hayling Island SC, South Coast, 25th July, Open racing 

Europeans, Lake Garda, Italy, 2nd to 6th August 

UK Nationals – Dabchicks SC, East coast – 19th/20th September 

Hill Head SC, South Coast, 17th October – Open racing 
 

Several other dates for opens are currently being considered – check the ‘Events’ section of the 
class website www.terasailing.com to get the latest information.     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There will be plenty of RS Tera racing and training in 2009 

(photo by Richard Gibbons) 
 
 

For Sale   
 
Tera 1 - Be unique, Tera sail number 1 is for sale, complete with trolley, cover, Sport and Minisail. 

Tera 700 - Tera Sport 700, ready to race with trolley cover etc. 

If interested, please contact secretary for further details. 

 
Also some new Pro sails made of Dacron and suitable for the Win Design (silver) spars are 
available for £100 with long mast top.   
 
Contact the Secretary for details of Tera 1 and sails.   
 
Online registration for RS Tera Owner’s Club    To join just click the ‘Join owner’s club’ button 
and fill in the form on the Owners Club website www.terasailing.com.  It’s free for now! 
 
 
New E-mail address for RS Tera Owners Club Secretar y   Please contact Zoë Handley using 
the new email address zoehandley@talktalk.net or call 01737 243127   


